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REMARKS 

Claims 4,6,11-21,23 and 25-36 are pending. By this Amendment, claims 1-3,5,7-10,22 
and 24 are canceled and claims 4,6,11,12,15-21 and 23 are amended. It is noted that Applicant 
has amended and cancelled the above-identified claims solely to advance prosecution of the 
instant application and to obtain allowance on allowable claims at the earliest possible date. 
Accordingly, no admission may be inferred from the amendments of claims herein. Applicant 
expressly reserves the right to pursue the originally filed claims in the future. 

In the office action, the examiner noted that applicant's information disclosure statement 
filed November 13, 2002 included certain references that were not in the English language and 
did not include a concise explanation of the relevance of those references. With this response, 
applicant has filed a supplemental information disclosure statement including an English abstract 
for each of the references identified by the examiner. This information disclosure statement also 
includes additional references that applicant recently became aware of. 

In the office action, the examiner observed that reference sign 594 was included in figure 
21 but was not mentioned in the specification. With this response, applicant has submitted 
formal drawings for the instant application. In these drawings reference sign 594 in figure 21 
has been replaced with reference sign 592. 

Claims 4, 6, 11, 17-21 and 23 were objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim. The examiner indicated that these claims would be allowable if rewritten in independent 
form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. With this 
response, applicant has amended each of the above-identified claims to include all of the 
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limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Accordingly, applicant respectively 
submits that these claims are now in condition for allowance. 

With this response, Applicant has amended claims 12 and 15-16 so as to depend from 
claim 11. In light of these amendments, claims 12-16 now depend from independent claim 11 
and recite additional limitations. Applicant respectfully submits that these claims are also in 
condition for allowance. 

In view of the foregoing, it is submitted that this application is in condition for allowance. 
Favorable consideration and prompt allowance of the application are respectfully requested. The 
Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned if the Examiner believes it would be useful to 
advance prosecution. 



Customer No. 22859 
Fredrikson & Byron, P. A. 
4000 Pillsbury Center 
200 South Sixth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-1425 USA 
Telephone: (612)492-7000 
Facsimile: (612)492-7077 



Please grant any extension of time necessary for entry; charge any fee due to Deposit Account No. 06-1910. 



I hereby certify that this document is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450, Alexandria, VA. 22313-1450 on 




Allen W. Groenke 
Registration No. 42,608 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 




#2801706\1 



12 



